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Nebraska Grand Bethel Report

Nebraska Job’s Daughters
“Carousel of Dream” year held
a final whirlwind of events at
Grand Bethel June 20-23 at the
University of Nebraska-Kearney.
Thirty nine (39) Bethels from
across the state came together for
the last ride of fun, competitions,
and meetings. Nearly 500
daughters and adults participated
in the 2007 Grand Session.

Events included a Fun Night
at Yanney Park with a live band,
a photo booth, swan rides on the
lake, and a huge balloon launch
for the Hearing Impaired Kids
Endowment (HIKE). There were
special luncheons for Royalty,
Grand Deputies, Miss Nebraska
Job’s Daughter contestants,
Spirit Ambassadors, and SIWAC.
Competitions were held in the
areas of yne arts, arts and crafts,
ritual work, music and signing.

Friday night’s banquet at the
Holiday Inn, started off an evening
of events. New Daughter HIKE
Coordinators were announced, new
Spirit Ambassadors were selected
and a new Miss Nebraska Job’s
Daughter and Miss Nebraska
Congeniality were crowned. Over
200 awards and trophies were given
to winners in many categories.

Sat., June 23, was the
installation of the new Grand

The Shrine bowl makes a difference.

Submitted by Trudy Else, Past Grand Guardian

Bethel Ofycers and Grand Guardian
Council for 2007-2008. Past
Grand Guardian, Trudy Else; Past
Associate Grand Guardian Ron
Nielsen; Past Grand Bethel Honored
Queen, Michelle Carlson; Past Miss
Nebraska Job’s Daughter, Eden
Clausen; and Past Miss Congeniality,
Tory Smith had a wonderful
year spinning through Nebraska
meeting Job’s Daughters, Councils,
and other Masonic families.

It was a great ride thanks
to the hospitality of everyone as
the Job’s Daughters Grand Family
attended Grand Lodge, Grand York
Rite, Grand Chapter, DeMolay
Conclave, and Grand Assembly
for Rainbow. Job’s Daughters
held a statewide Jobie University
in the fall of 2006 and Circle of
Friends workshops in the spring
of 2007. They hosted High Plains
HIKE at Fort Robinson with over
100 attending from Nebraska,
Colorado, Wyoming, and Missouri
and raised over $1,000.00 for
hearing devices. Mid America
HIKE was also attended in Kansas
for fundraising and fellowship.

The Carousel ride was the best
ever and Nebraska Job’s Daughters
look forward to a new year under
the guidance of Grand Guardian,
Shirley Carlson and Associate
Grand Guardian, Phil Edwards.

It was touching

to see football players interacting with the patients
at the Shriner’s Childrens Hospital. They commented
that they were proud to be playing in a game that
would help kids and, after being there, they could

understand the dedication of Shriners.

Members of Bethel

night.

27 pose for
after the banquet at Grand Bethel

Trudy Else Photo

il

a picture
on Friday
Bob Nickel Photo

Job’s Daughters are shown doing some clowning

around. Having at least one fun activity a month was
required for each Bethel this pastyear.  Trudy Else Photo

One of the highlights of the 2006-2007 year was a
trip to Chicago to the Shriner’s Hospital to spend
the day with patients. Pictured with a Shriner kid
are Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter, Eden Clausen
(L) and Grand Bethel Honored Queen, Michelle
Carlson (R). Trudy Else Photo

Send address corrections to
masonicnews@gmail.com

Each return costs us
$0.75. Help us keep your
subscription rates down.

Bethel
Honored
Caralynne Livingston
(L) and Honored Queen

27’s Past
Queen

Emily Tooker (R)
show off the Bethel’s
Award of Distinction
presented at Grand
Bethel. Bob Nickel Photo

DID YOU KNOW?

There are forty active
Bethels in the State
of Nebraska, yve of
which are in Lincoln.

Mailing Label

Bethel 5 is the oldest
bethel in Lincoln
with a birthday
of 5/727/1922.

See more Grand Bethel
Pictures on Pages 4 and 5
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150th Anniversary Book

North Star Lodge 227

Submitted by Grand Senior Warden Russ Reno

Reserve your copy now for
the ofycial history of the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska, as we celebrate
our 150th anniversary in 2007!

Titled “A Sesquicentennial
History of the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska 1857-2007,” this
history has more than 200 pages
detailing the significant issues,
laws, events, organizations, people
and lodges that impacted Nebraska
Freemasonry throughout our 150
years. Each year is individually
summarized with interesting tidbits
from not only the Grand Lodge’s
past but also the happenings in
more than 150 lodges. An extensive
index with over 600 listings makes
it easy to locate information so
you can track the evolution of
your topics through the years.

As a special promotion,
150 commemorative books will
include a page bearing the Grand
Lodge seal and the autographs of
Grand Master Dean Skokan and
the author, Russ Reno, at a cost of
$30. These commemorative copies
will be available on a yrst come,
yrst served basis. The remaining
350 copies, without seal and
signatures, are available for $25
each. Remember that your lodge
will earn 100 points in the Rock
Maul competition if you purchase
a copy for your local library. The
book is scheduled for distribution
by the printer September 17, 2007.

Several options are also
available to order your copy:
e Place an order and pay
for it through your PayPal
account. Payment should
be sent to masoniclodges@
windstream.net. Be sure to
click on “Goods” when asked
what your payment is for,
and indicate in the subject
line that you are placing a
“history bookorder.” Also list
in the message box your name,
mailing address, telephone
number, the number of each
book you are ordering (whether
the commemorative book with
signatures and seal for $30, or
the regular edition for $25.00).
 Or, you may call the Grand
Lodge ofyce at 402-475-4640,
or toll free at (800) 558-8029
to place an order - cash,
check or money order only.
Credit card payments cannot
be made by calling or visiting
the Grand Lodge Office.

We are fortunate to be
members when the Grand Lodge
celebrates its 150th anniversary.

A copy of this book will
provide hours of enjoyable reading
as you learn more about our
heritage and the trials of our
brother in the early days. Make
certain you reserve your copy
today before they are sold out!

The Midwest Conference on
Masonic Education

Submitted by Tom Hauder, Grand Lodge of Nebraska
Education Committee

THEME: Masonry is
a Progressive Science:
Relevance of Masonry
in the 21st Century

WHERE: The Midwest
Conference on
Masonic Education,
Omaha, Nebraska

WHEN: April 25 - 28, 2008

More and more Masons
are searching for ‘more light’
— dialogue, resources, programs
and ideas that will light their path
to a greater awareness of Masonry’s
values and purposes, whether for
personal growth or to develop
programs of interest in their own
lodges or Grand Lodge jurisdictions.

The Midwest Conference on
Masonic Education, now in it’s
59th year, is one of the country’s
premier conferences for sharing

information on Masonry’s history,
philosophy, ritual, symbolism, and
most importantly, on the relevance
to you, the 21st century Mason.

This conference is open to
all Masons. More information
can be found at: www.
midwestmasoniceducation.com

BUSINESS AS USUAL

With the heat of summer here
there is not a lot to report other
than the successful examination for
lodge proyciency in the Entered
Apprentice and Followcraft
Degrees. Special thanks to Bro.
Mark Poston and Sis. Jeannie for
the scalloped potatoes with ham,
fresh green beans, and crescent
rolls for the business meeting
dinner. If you missed it, you
really missed out. Two petitions
for degrees were read and assigned
to committees including another
petition for affiliation. Also,
please mark Oct. 27 for Ladies
Night at 6:30 p.m. I’m rather
conydent several choice steers will
donate their loins for this event.

JOKEs ‘O’ DA MONTH

A burglar broke into a house
one night. He shone his pashlight
around, looking for valuables, and
when he picked up a CD player
to place in his sack, a strange,
disembodied voice echoed from the
dark saying “Jesus is watching you.”
He nearly jumped out of his skin,
clicked his pashlight out and froze.

Bob Tooker, Correspondent

When he heard nothing more
after a bit, he shook his head,
clicked the light back on and began
searching for more valuables. Just
as he pulled the stereo out so he
could disconnect the wires, clear as
a bell he heard, “Jesus is watching
you.” Freaked out, he shone his
light around frantically, looking for
the source of the voice. Finally, in
the corner of the room, his pashlight
beam came to rest on a parrot.
“Did you say that?” he hissed
at the parrot. “Yep,” the parrot
confessed, “I’m just trying to warn
you.” The burglar relaxed. “Warn
me, huh? Who the heck are you?”
“Moses,” replied the bird. “Moses”
the burglar laughed. “What kind
of stupid people would name a
parrot Moses?” “Probably the same
kind of people that would name a
rotweiller Jesus,” the bird answered.

YOU CAN’'T STOP WITH
JUST ONE PARROT JOKE

A young man named John
received a parrot as a gift. The
parrot had a bad attitude and an
even worse vocabulary. Every
word out of the bird’s mouth was
rude, obnoxious and laced with

profanity. John tried and tried
to change the bird’s attitude by
saying only polite words, playing
soft music, and doing anything
else he could think of to clean
up the bird’s vocabulary. Finally,
John was fed up and he yelled at
the parrot. The parrot yelled back.
John shook the parrot and the parrot
got angrier and even ruder. John,
in desperation, threw up his hands,
grabbed the bird and put him in
the freezer. For a few minutes the
parrot squawked and kicked and
screamed. Then suddenly there was
total quiet. Not a peep was heard
for over a minute. Fearing that
he’d hurt the parrot, John quickly
opened the door to the freezer.
The parrot calmly stepped out onto
John’s outstretched arms and said,
“l believe 1 may have offended
you with my rude language and
actions. I’m sincerely remorseful
for my inappropriate transgressions
and | fully intend to do everything
I can to correct my rude and
unforgivable behavior.” John was
stunned. As he was about to ask
the parrot what had made such a
dramatic change in his behavior,
the bird continued, “May | be so
bold as to ask what the turkey did?”

GENESIS OF
MASONRY IN
NEBRASKA

Taken from
Nebraska Lodge 1’s

website
http://www.yrstlodge.org/

The first Masonic Grand
Lodge of record was established
June 24, 1717, in England and
was known as the Grand Lodge
of England. They were called

the “Moderns”. Prior to that time
there had been numerous groups
or guilds in Continental Europe
and in England conferring so-
called degrees of a Mystic Nature
which were under numerous names
or titles, but with no established
administrative, authorizations or
control. With the establishment of
the Grand Lodge of England, it
placed this authorization for the
conferring of these degrees or titles,
in a regular manner, under one titular
head called the “Grand Master”.

In 1730, the Grand
Lodge of Ireland was organized
and likewise, in 1736, the

Grand Lodge of Scotland.

In 1751, another Grand Lodge
was established in England known
as the “Ancients”. From these
four Grand Lodges sprang every
present possibility for “ROOTS”
for all Masonic Lodges and
Grand Lodges in North America .

The Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts is an offspring of
the Grand Lodge of England. In
April, 1733, the Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of England,
Anthony Lord Viscount Montague,
issued a deputation to Henry Price
of Massachusetts, appointing him
“Provincial Grand Master of
New England and Dominions and
Territories there unto belonging”.
Thus it was that, on the 30th of July,

1733, at the Bunch of Grapes Tavern
on King Street in Boston, Henry
Price assembled ten of his Brethren
and organized the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The yrst lodge in Boston was
organized and dated July 30, 1733.
This lodge, now known as St. Johns
Lodge since 1784, is regarded as the
oldest regular and duly Constituted
Lodge in the Western Hemisphere.

Under the date of May
30, 1769, the Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Scotland
commissioned “Most Worshipful
Joseph Warren, Esq.” to be Grand
Master in “Boston, New England,
and within 100 miles of same”.
On December 27, 1769, Brother
Warren was installed in ample form
as “Grand Master of Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons in Boston”.

This latter Grand Lodge
was active for 23 years when on
March 19, 1792, the two Grand
Lodges, “Moderns” and “Ancients”
consolidated under the name
“Grand Lodge of Massachusetts”.

Itis of special note that General
Joseph Warren of Revolutionary
War fame was the one and only
Provincial Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
appointed by the Grand Master
of Scotland. Brother Warren was
killed at the battle of Bunker Hill.

On December 30, 1767,

a Provincial Grand Master was
commissioned by the Grand Lodge
of England and formed several
Lodges which operated in North
Carolina under this Commission
until 1787, when the Grand Lodge
of North Carolina was formed.
No records are available to show
a Provincial Grand Lodge ever
existed, as the lodges which then
operated were subject to the Grand
Lodge of England. The Grand
Lodge of North Carolina was
chartered December 9, 1787, with
Samuel Johnston as Grand Master.

From the Grand Lodge of
North Carolina 1787, through
its mother Grand Lodge of
England stems the yrst AROOTSO
of Nebraska Lodge No. 1.

Successive “Roots”
are established as follows:

Grand Lodge of Tennessee,
1813, chartered by Grand
Lodge of North Carolina;

Grand Lodge of
Missouri, 1821, chartered by
Grand Lodge of Tennessee;

Grand Lodge of
Illinois, 1840, chartered by
Grand Lodge of Missouri;

Nebraska Lodge 184
of Illinois, 1855, chartered
by Grand Lodge of Illinois;

Nebraska Lodge No.
1, 1857, chartered by the

Grand Lodge of Nebraska.
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Lincoln Lodge 19

Columbia Chapter 275

NEW EVENT COMING
TUE. OCT. 16!

Worshipful Master Virgil
Meints has announced a new
event for our Lodge. It will
be the merging of two of our
traditional celebrations, Past
Master’s Night and Table Lodge.

The time is 6:30 p.m. and
the place is our Temple dining
room. Past Master’s Night is
our annual salute to the Brothers
who have headed our Lodge
through its many years. All
living Past Masters will be guests
of the Lodge for a delicious
dinner and tribute to their work.

Table Lodge has, for many
years been a delightful evening
of food, frivolity, and fun. The
Lodge is seated in the Column
of the South and the Column
of the North, “Commanded” by
our Senior and Junior Wardens.

Throughout the meal, several
traditional toasts are proposed...
to the Grand Master, to the
Craft, etc. Brothers also propose
toasts of their own to whomever
and whatever they choose.

Table Lodge always ends
with the traditional Tyler’s toast,
a melancholic lament, each verse
ending in “happy to meet, sorry
to part, happy to meet again.”

GRAND MASTER TO
VISIT

Special features of this
splendid evening include the
presence of the Grand Master
of Masons of Nebraska, Most

Lowell Vestal, Correspondent
Worshipful Bro. Dean Skokan.

Most Worshipful Bro. Dean
Skokan, Grand Master
of Masons of Nebraska,
will be a special guest
of Lincoln Lodge 19 at
its newly combined Past
Masters Night and Table
Lodge on Tue., Oct. 16.
Photo courtesy of the
Grand Lodge Office.

MANUAL OF ARMS AND
POW/MIA CEREMONY

Another special feature
not to be missed will add to
the military pavor of our Table
Lodge. One member of the
Pershing Ripes Society at UNL
will perform an amazing manual
of arms demonstration with a
1903 Springyeld ripe. Several
members of Pershing Ripes will
perform the very moving tribute
to Americans missing in action
or held as prisoners of war. The

Pershing Ripes Society is named for
its founder, Gen. John J. Pershing,
who joined Lincoln Lodge 19 in
the 1890s, while he was a professor
of military science at UNL.

So, mark your calendars now
for Tue., Oct. 16, and plan to attend
our Past Masters Night-Table Lodge.
Watch next month’s Masonic News
for menu, price and other details.

PS: Invite a brother
from another Lodge and show
him how we celebrate in our
Lodge. All masons are welcome.

DUES ARE DUE

Several of our Brothers have
not yet paid their dues for 2007.
They were due on Jan. 1. Send
payment to Sec. Chuck Burk,
1635 L Street., Lincoln NE 68508.
Hint: To avoid annual payment of
dues, buy a perpetual membership
and never pay dues again.

Lincoln Lodge 19

HOME LODGE

BRO. REG KUHN
Deputy Grand Master
Grand Lodge of
Nebraska

Martha Washington Chapter 153

The July meeting began with
Worthy Matron Michelle Smith
reading “What Independence Day
Means to Me”. Worthy Patron
Scott Rogge related a story he had
read about a woman with several
children who saved her money
as well as receiving donations to
assist children to go to college,
who otherwise would be unable
to attend a college or university.

The business of the Chapter
was taken care of in short order.

ANNUAL PICNIC

By the time you receive this
issue of the Masonic News, the
Star annual picnic will be history.
It is scheduled for Sun., July 22 at
4:30 p.m. at W.M. Michelle Smith’s
parent’s home near Malcolm.

FISH FRY

The July 14 Fish Fry means
the end is almost near for the
fiyshingd season for 2007. The
Eastern Star continues to assist
George Washington Lodge with
these dinners. If you are a member
of Martha Washington Chapter
and are looking for something to
do on the 2nd Saturday of August
or September, feel free to contact
W.M. Shellie Smith and volunteer to
assist in the preparation or serving.
We can always use new helpers.

DISTRICT VISITATION

W.M. Shellie reminded
everyone of the District Visitation

Nell Beezley, Correspondent

of the Grand Ofycers on Sat.,
August 25 at Temple Chapter. They
will have a free salad luncheon
and each chapter is responsible
for bringing 3 dozen cookies.

Martha Washington
Chapter 153
HOME CHAPTER

BRO. BILL NELSON
Potentate
Sesostris Shrine

CHAPTER NEWS

Sis. Bonnie Sierks was in a
car accident but is doing well and
was able to attend chapter in July.

Sis. Lydia Tuhey had surgery
and is now home doing well.

Sis. Bonnie Hartley reported
that Bro. Allen’s only son had
a massive heart attack. They
found one of his arteries was 99%
blocked. With a change of lifestyle,
diet, etc. he has a good chance at
recovery. Bro. Allen is doing well.

Sis. Bonnie Hartley also
reported on the wonderful
homecoming that the soldiers
received at Haymarket Park.
Grandson Andy arrived safely and

was very happy to see his family
after 22 months away from Lincoln.

Sis. Clarice Brown was at
Star again and is doing better.
Sis. Vi Erway was also at the July
meeting and is feeling better but
still not as well as she would like.

Sis. Laura Krenk reported
that her brother J.R. (who is also
a Chapter Brother) is currently
living in Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates. Abu Dhabi is
the capital city. He is providing
communications support to Al
Dhafra Air Force Base and will
return to the United States next June.

Chapter Secretary Sis. Paula
Beezley received a nice note from
Bro. Richard Baker regarding the
article in last month’s Masonic
News explaining the origins of
the George & Martha Washington
Banquet held each year with
George Washington Lodge 250
and Martha Washington Chapter
153. Bro. Richard’s mother was
Margretta Baker quoted in the
article.  Bro. Richard will be
receiving his 50 year pin in 2008.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

W.M. Shellie felt it was time
to have a “building shower” again.
She asked that everyone bring
items for the chapter to use in
the building such as paper towels,
toilet paper, styrofoam cups, etc. .

The only July birthday
was Sis. Laura Krenk’s on July
29th. She was duly serenaded.

Next month’s meeting
has a beach party theme.

Nancy Weers & Jan Starchel, Correspondents

STATED MEETING

Columbia Chapter opened the
July 3 meeting with Worthy Matron
pro-tem Tammy Neff and Worthy
Patron Leonard Martin welcoming
all on a hot night and wanting
us to think about our troops.

The Temple Building Corp.
will be having a meeting on July
18 at 7:00 p.m. with Ayres &
Ayres to see if the building can
be made handicap acceptable.

Kensington met on June
24 at Golden Corral for lunch.

Past Matrons and Past
Patrons will meet on July 11
at Stauffers to take in our Past
Matron Kaylene Martin and Past
Patron John Quinn. Miniature Golf
and pie will be enjoyed by all.

W.M. Tammy thanked the
pro-tem ofycers for the evening.
She also thanked Sis. Tracy
Wright and Sis. Lori Dodge
for cleaning the trash cans.

COMMUNICATIONS

An invitation was read

for Lincoln Metro Visitation
on Sat., August 25, at 10
a.m. This visitation will be a
workshop with lunch at noon.

NEW BUISNESS

W.P.
the

Leonard Martin

read Landmarks.

SICKNESS

Sis. Nancy Weers had surgery.
Sis. Anna Rassmussen went to see
her son, Harry Rassmussen, who is
not doing well. PLEASE KEEP
THEM ALL IN YOUR PRAYERS

JOYS

W.P. Leonard Martin said
his Indians are in first place.

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Sis. Tracy Wright
W.P. Leonard Martin
Sis. Maxine Spomer
Sis. Kaylene Martin

East Lincoln Lodge 210

Charles Godwin, Correspondent

GRAND LODGE OFFICER
VISITS

At the June and July regular
communications, Right Worshipful
Brother John Parsons spoke about
the Grand Lodge’s membership
plan and the new recommendation
petition form. He was representing
the Grand Lodge and offering their
interest in helping 210 to grow.

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

The lodge voted to award the
Masonic Achievement Award to
Scott and Monte Dietrick for the
many years of service and dedication
to the Lodge. Monte has been the
Lodge’s secretary for over 8 years.
He was always in attendance at
regular communications and he
came to lodge functions and events.
He was a strong support of the
Lodge and of Masonry. He always
met everyone with a smile and a
pleasant greeting. Thanks Monte
for all you have done for Lodge 210.
Now you can put your feet up and
let someone else tackle the many
duties of the secretary/treasurer.

Scott’s titles are chef,
maintenance foreman, major yxer-
upper, and “jack of all trades”.
Over the years he has maintained
our heating and air conditioning
system, yxed repairs of all kind
and participated in degree work.
However, his strongest skill was
that of chef. He prepared many
of the dinners at the lodge and was
known throughout Lincoln for his
soup suppers. When the Lodge
hosted a School of Instruction,
Scott was always there to prepare
3 or 4 kinds of homemade soup
accompanied by a sandwich, hot
dog or other complimentary food
item. Boiler man, you missed your
calling; and to you, many thanks for
all you have done for Lodge 210.

MARCHING BAND
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Lodge voted to again
give two scholarships to the

Grand Lodge for the use of
two students to take part in the
Masonic All-Star Marching Band,
which was started by our own
Most Worshipful Brother Jerry
Rittenburg.  Approximately 200
high school students converge on
Lincoln for a 5-day workshop as
they form a marching band. The
band participates at the half time
during the Shrine Bowl, marches in
the Shrine Bowl Parade, and plays
at several other Masonic functions.

SECRETARY/TREASURER
ELECTED

Bro. Scott Dodge was elected
secretary/treasurer until the end of
the year and for the year 2008.
Monte Dietrick is leaving the
position for a much needed rest
from all the paper work, not
only from our members but also
from the many communications
that the Grand Lodge imposes
on Lodges throughout the state.

VOLUNTEERS AT WORK

On Sat., June 16, seven lodge
members converged on the grounds
to cut grass, pull weeds, pick up
trash, etc. and beautify the area.
Thanks to Jim Delp who secured the
weed Killer and to the other workers
for their assistance: W.M. Art
Kolb, Scott Dodge, Ken Jackson,
Scott Dietrick, Bob Pratt and Jesse
Neeley. Then on Saturday, July 7, a
second crew continued the process.
They were: W.M. Art Kolb,
Scott Dodge and Monte Dietrick.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

No person has the right
to feel he is better than anyone
else. Each person has something
unique and beneycial to contribute.

Send your correspondence
to
masonicnews@gmail.com







