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R e M in  D er  :

Deadline  for Article 
Submission is the 15th 
of the every month.

Starcraft 
Chapter 307 
Kensington

Ileen Smith, Corr.

Starcraft Kensington met 
at 12:30 on Tue., Oct. 2 for 
a sandwich luncheon.  The 
serving committee consisted 
of Sis’s Alma Wilson, Evelyn 
Buettgenbach, and Carolyn Mook.

Pres. Ruth Beach opened the 
meeting with a reading entitled 
“Autumn Touch”.  Sis Alma 
Wilson introduced her guests, Sis’s 
Lorraine Wilbur and Glee Warnke.

Pres .  Ruth announced 
an invitation to Temple Chap. 
Kensington at 12:30 on Tue., 
Oct. 16.  She read the courtesy 
report and reported the deaths 
of the son of Francis and Jean 
Cruse, and Sis Hazel Howlett.  
She announced that the basement 
bathroom has been remodeled.

O c t .  b i r t h d a y s  w e r e 
announced.  Pres. Ruth closed 
the meet ing with a  poem 
e n t i t l e d ,  “ Tr u e  F r i e n d s ” .

The Vacant Chair Ceremony 
to be held in Lincoln

Submitted by Russ Reno
Retired General Dayle E. 

Williamson, personal representative 
of U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, will 
be the guest speaker at the sixth 
annual presentation of the Vacant 
Chair Ceremony, which honors 
veterans, on Sun., Nov. 11, at 7 
p.m. at the Lincoln Scottish Rite 
Temple, 332 South Centennial Mall.

Gen. Williamson retired 
from the Nebraska National 
Guard. He serves as agricultural 
representative to Sen. Nelson, 

and is his personal representative 
to military affairs in Nebraska.

Veterans, soldiers, their 
families and friends are invited 
to attend the Veterans Day event. 

The ceremony involves all 
13 Masonic lodges in Lincoln in 
a tribute to veterans and soldiers. 
Especially recognized are veterans 
who didn’t return from war.

Members of the armed 
forces will present the American 
flag and serve as an Honor 

Guard during the laying of the 
wreaths by various Masonic bodies.

The ceremony originated 
with a Masonic lodge in Australia 
in 1922, in remembrance of the 
soldiers at the Battle of Gallipoli, 
Turkey. The name of the ceremony 
is based on the American Civil War 
song, “The Vacant Chair” that was 
found in many hymnals. It has been 
continuously performed in Australia 
and New Zealand ever since and was 
ýrst presented in Nebraska in 2002.

Anita Crisp, Executive 
Director of The Nebraska 
Masonic Home, is shown 
kicking up her heels with 
a manequin dressed up 
in a tuxedo in the Lobby 
of The Nebraska Masonic 
Home at the Masonic 
Home Foundat ion ’s 
2007 Donor Recognition 
Dinner.   Mary Thienel Photo

On Sat., Sept. 22, The 
N e b r a s k a  M a s o n i c  H o m e 
Foundation honored donors at a 
special recognition dinner hosted 
at the Nebraska Masonic Home 
in Plattsmouth, NE.  The theme 
for the evening was “HATS 
OFF TO YOU.”  Anita Crisp, 
Executive Director, organized  an 
outstanding event.  A good time 
was had by all in attendence.

About the Nebraska 
Masonic Home 

Foundation

 The Nebraska Masonic Home 
Foundation, located in Plattsmouth, 
Nebraska, was incorporated in 
1990 to provide long-term ýnancial 
assistance to The Nebraska Masonic 

Home. The Foundation continues 
to be the largest non-resident 
source of funds for The Home. The 
Foundationôs ýnancial support to 
The Home is used solely to take 
care of those who are unable to 
ýnancially care for themselves.

The Foundation is governed by 
a nine member Board of Directors 
who manage the income and 
assets of the Foundation and who 
make wise investments monitored 
by professional money managers.

Its mission is to develop 
ýnancial resources to enable The 
Nebraska Masonic Home to fulýll its 
mission of providing loving digniýed 
care for Nebraska Freemasons and 
their eligible family members.

The Foundation is a not-for-
proýt 501(c)(3) corporation whose 

objective is to provide ýnancial 
support for the continuum of 
quality care to eligible members 
of The Nebraska Masonic Home 
family at The Nebraska Masonic 
Home. The Foundation’s goal is to 
create and nurture partnerships with 
individuals and organizations who 
will assist the Foundation to endow, 
enhance and expand the mission 
of The Nebraska Masonic Home.

Since 1903 The Nebraska 
Masonic Home, in Plattsmouth, 
has been taking care of Nebraska 
Masons, their wives, widows, 
mothers, sisters and daughters.  
For more information on the 
home and foundation, please 
see their website:  http://www.
thenebraskamasonichome.org/.

Nebraska Masonic Home 
Foundation Recognition Dinner

Submitted by Mary Thienel

Thirty-four members were 
present for the District Kensington 
luncheon on Oct. 16, held at 
the Scottish Rite Temple.  The 
speaker was Grand Chaplain, 
Sister Gwen Hurst-Anderson.  The 
event was co-hosted by Temple 
Chapter and Capitol Chapter.

Temple 
Chapter 271 
Kensington

Melinda Brage, Corr.

George Washington 250
Richard  Tuhey, Correspondent

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
DELIVERED

During the month of Aug., 
Worshipful Brother Earl Robinett, 
took supplies to an elementary 
school in the Havelock area 
and to the Masonic Children’s’ 
Home in Fremont, Nebraska.  The 
supplies were purchased with 
money collected by saving pop 
cans throughout our ýsh frys.  I 
should have mentioned that in 
last month’s article, however, I 
was unable to write last month 
because of a very busy schedule.

SURGERIES

My wife, Lydia, had total 
knee replacement surgery and was 
at BryanLGH East for longer than 
we expected.  She is home now and 
has ongoing rehabilitation for her

knee.  W.B George Wright had 
hip replacement surgery and I 
understand he is out of the hospital 
and back at home recovering.

BRO. JASON WECKMAN

I believe that Bro. Jason 
Weckman should be home from Iraq 
by now.  Bro. Jason, or anyone with 
information on Bro. Jason’s current 
location, I would appreciate hearing 
from you as I need to update our 
records with current address and 
phone number information.  If an 
email address is available, I would 
like that as well.  Information 
can be sent directly to me at my 
email address, which is rlt2475@
windstream.net.  Please feel free 
to send an email with information 
or just to say hello!  The lodge 
would like to say a big Thank 
You for your service to our county.

UNTIL NEXT MONTH

Take  care  un t i l  nex t 
month!  I’ll try to have a better 
article and updates for you then.
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East Lincoln Lodge 210
Charles Godwin, Correspondent

Letter to the Editor
Submitted by Herschel Talley

BUSINESS MEETING 
AND POTLUCK

The usual potluck meal 
followed by the regular Oct. 
business meeting took place. The 
lodge voted to reshingle the roof 
before the winter winds begin to 
blow.  Bills and accounts were 
paid and correspondence was read.  

COME ON DOWN

Next month all are welcome 
to come to the business meeting 
as there will be a drawing for a 
6-8 man tent.  Also, there will be 
the election of ofýces for 2008.  
This is your lodge, come out and 
support it.  We are all busy, but 

once a month isn’t too much to ask 
members to show up and give a 
few hours of your time.  The lodge 
cannot continue without members.  
The next regular communication 
is Thurs., Nov. 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
preceded by the potluck at 6:30 p.m.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

For a full life-- Do more 
than touch—feel; Do more than 
look—observe; Do more than 
think—ponder; Do more than 
read—absorb; Do more than 
hear—listen; Do more than listen—
understand; Do more than talk—say 
something. Do more than listen 
and talk—get out of your easy 
chair AND COME TO LODGE.

North Star Lodge 227
Bob Tooker, Correspondent

OCTOBER BUSINESS
	

The Oct. business meeting 
kicked off with a fried chicken 
dinner provided by Worshipful 
Brother Keith Hatfield.  Next 
week, W.B. Keith and wife 
Shirley will be heading for their 
Florida nest for the winter.  Think 
about us when the snow þies.

Masters Degree

Masters degree was conferred 
upon Bro. Nathan Grimm on 
Oct. 10 with the usual suspects.  
The degree was conferred with 
Worshipul Master Pat Sulley in 
the East.  I think this young man 
will become an excellent Mason.

LADIES NIGHT
	

Ladies Night was held Oct. 
27.   An excellent meal of prime 
rib and fixings was prepared 
by W.B. Steve Wetzel with the 
assistance of his kitchen crew.

BUG’S PRAYER
	

As we approach Veterans 
day, Nov. 11, I am reminded by 
“Bugs Prayer” why those of us 
that served our Country did so, and 
why it was an honor to do so.  I 
had the privilege of serving with 
Navy Cdr. John J. Roach, call sign 
“Bug” while attached to Fighter 
Squadron 51 and deployed aboard 
USS BonHomme Richard, CVA-
31 on itôs ýnal WestPac cruise.  
This prayer was offered at the 
1990 Tomcat Ball.  I believe it is 
profound and pretty much nails it.  

“Lord, we are the nation! 
We celebrate our birthday on July 
4th, 1776, with the Declaration of 
Independence as our birth certiýcate. 
The bloodlines of the world run 
in our veins because we offer 
freedom and liberty to all whom are 
oppressed. We are many things and 
many people. We are the nation. 

We sprawl from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, to Alaska and 
Hawaii. Three million square 
miles throbbing with industry 
and with life. We are the forest, 
ýeld, mountain and desert. We are 
the wheat ýelds of Kansas, the 
granite hills of Vermont, and the 
snow capped peaks of the Sierra 
Nevada. We are the Brooklyn 
Bridge, we are the grain elevators 
in the farm belt, we are the 
Golden Gate. We are the nation. 

We are 213 million living 
souls, and yet we are the ghosts of 
millions who have lived and died 
for us. We are Nathan Hale and 
Paul Revere. We are Washington, 
Jefferson and Patrick Henry. We 
are Lee, Grant, Abe Lincoln and 
George Bush. We are the famous 
and the unknown. We are presidents, 
we are paupers. We are the nation. 

We stood at Lexington and 
ýred the shot heard around the 
world. We remember the Alamo, 
the Maine, Pearl Harbor, Inchon and 
the Persian Gulf. When freedom 
calls, we answer. We left our heroic 
dead at Belleau Wood, on the 
rock of Corregidor, on the bleak 
slopes of Korea, in the steaming 
jungles of Vietnam and under the 
rubble of Beirut. We are the nation. 

We are schools and colleges, 
churches and synagogues. We are 
a ballot dropped in a box, the 
harmonious voice of a choir in a 
cathedral, the crack of a bat and the 
roar of a crowd in a stadium. We are 
craftsmen, teachers, businessmen, 
and judges. We are laborers and 
nurses. We are parents and we are 
children. We are soldiers, sailors 
and airmen. We are peaceful 
villages, small towns and cities that 
never sleep. Yes, we are the nation, 
and these are the things that we are. 

We were conceived in 
freedom, and dear God, if you are 
willing, in freedom we will spend 
the rest of our days. May we always 
be thankful for the blessings you 
have bestowed upon us. May we 
be humble to the less fortunate 

and assist those in need. May we 
never forget the continuing cost of 
freedom. May we always remember 
that if we are to remain the land of 
the free, we must continue always 
to be the home of the brave.  May 
our wishbone never be found where 
our backbone should be. May we 
possess always, the integrity, the 
courage and the strength to keep 
ourselves unshackled, to remain 
always a citadel of freedom and 
a beacon of hope to the world. 

We are the nation.....this is our 
wish...this is our hope and this is our 
prayer...Amen”  Commander John 
“Bug” Roach, United States Navy.  

MONTHLY DOSE OF 
HUMOR

Or
BOB’S REDNECK 

MEDICAL DEFINITIONS

Artery: The study of paintings,
B e n i g n :  W h a t  y o u  b e 
a f t e r  y o u  b e  e i g h t , 
Bacteria: Back door to cafeteria,
B a r i u m :  W h a t  d o c t o r s 
d o  w h e n  p a t i e n t s  d i e ,  
C e s a r e a n  S e c t i o n :  A 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  R o m e ,
CAT scan: Searching for Kitty,
Cauterize: Made eye contact with her,
C o l i c :  A  s h e e p  d o g ,
Coma: A punctuation mark,
D i l a t e :  To  l i v e  l o n g ,
E n e m a :  N o t  a  f r i e n d ,
Fester: Quicker than someone else,
F i b u l a :  A  s m a l l  l i e ,
G.I .  Ser ies :  World  Ser ies 
o f  m i l i t a r y  b a s e b a l l ,
H a n g n a i l :  W h a t  y o u 
h a n g  y o u r  c o a t  o n ,
I m p o t e n t :  D i s t i n g u i s h e d , 
w e l l  k n o w n ,
Labor Pain: Getting hurt at work,
Medical Staff: A Doctor’s cane, 
Morbid: A higher offer than I bid,
Nitrates: Cheaper than day rates,
N o d e :  I  k n e w  i t ,
Outpatient: A person who has fainted,
Pelvis: Second cousin to Elvis, 
Post Operative: A letter carrier, 
R e c o v e r y  R o o m :  P l a c e 

PANCAKE FEED
By Craftsmen Lodge #314

2645 “B” St.
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Sun., Nov. 18
Pancakes, sausage, co�ee, milk, orange juice.

Seconds on pancakes and co�ee.

Adults: $5, Children 4-12: $2.50, Under 4: Free

Veterans’ Day, Sunday, 
November 11 will be the day for 
a special þag retirement ceremony 
in Crete, Nebraska.  Hosted by 
Flagz@The Brand in Crete, which 
is owned by Brother Herschel and 
Sister Betty Talley.  This solemn 
event will begin at 2:00 p.m. at 
Tuxedo Park in Crete and honor all 
veterans past and present.  Several 
members of the local lodges are 
veterans, including the Talley’s son, 
Sgt. Blair Talley who is currently 
serving his second tour of duty 
in Iraq as a member of the 600th 

Transportation Company, Nebraska 
National Guard.  The afternoon 
will include representatives of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
American Legion, Boy Scouts, 
and numerous dignitaries.  Also 
featured will be memorable 
music and a unique gun salute.

Anyone with worn or tattered 
þags should contact Herschel Talley 
at 580-5803 to make arrangements to 
have the þags picked up and retired 
appropriately. For more information 
on this special event or with þag 
questions, please contact Herschel.

t o  d o  u p h o l s t e r y ,
Secretion: Hiding something,  
Se i zu re :  Roman  empero r,
Ta b l e t :  A s m a l l  t a b l e ,
Te rmina l  I l l ne s s :  Ge t t i ng 
s i c k  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t ,
Tu m o r :  M o r e  t h a n  o n e , 
Urine: Opposite of you’re out,
V a r i c o s e :  N e a r  b y .

SONG OF THE LAZY 
MAN

“I’m ashamed of the way 
we live,” a wife said to her lazy 
husband who refused to ýnd a 
job. “My father pays our rent. 
My mother buys our food. My 
sister buys our clothes. My aunt 
bought us a car. I’m just so 
ashamed.” The husband rolled 
over on the couch. “You should 
be ashamed,” he agreed. “Your 
two brothers never give us a cent.”

Dues for all Masonic Lodges 
for 2007 were due Jan. 1. Send 
payment to your Lodge Secretary. 
Members with unpaid dues will be   
delinquent March 1. Suspension by 
Grand Lodge comes April 30. Suspen-
sion in Lodge also means suspension 
in Eastern Star, York Rite, Scottish 
Rite and Shrine.

Look at your dues card. If it 
does not say 2007, send payment today 
to your Secretary.

Eastern Star dues also were due 
Jan. 1. Send dues to your Chapter Sec-
retary. Unpaid members will become 
delinquent Oct. 1, with suspension 
Dec. 31. 

DUES ARE DUE

RIEKE 
METALS, INC.

Helping Build 
Tomorrow’s New 

Medicines

Rieke Metals, Inc.
1001 Kingbird Road
Lincoln, NE  68521

402-434-2775

Honor Our Veterans...
THE VACANT CHAIR CEREMONY

Veteran’s Day, Sun. Nov. 11, 7:00 p.m.
Scottish Rite Temple

332 Centennial Mall South

Support
Masonic

Youth




