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NEWS

THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA TURNS 150

Masonry started in Nebraska
when three Nebraska Masonic
Lodges were chartered under
dispensation by the Grand Lodges
of three Midwestern states.

On Oct. 3, 1855, Nebraska
Lodge 184 in Bellevue, Nebraska
Territory, was chartered by The
Grand Lodge of Illinois. Giddings
Lodge 156 of Nebraska City was
chartered on May 28, 1856, by The
Grand Lodge of Missouri. Then
on June 3, 1857, Capitol Lodge
101 of Omaha City, Nebraska
Territory, was chartered by The
Grand Lodge of lowa. Nebraskads
Grand Lodge was created with
the help of these lodges. On
Sep. 23, 1857, The Grand Lodge
of Nebraska was formed. These
three lodges were later to be
known as Nebraska 1 of Omaha,

Wade Kendle, Editor

Western Star 2 of Nebraska City,
and Capitol Lodge 3 of Omaha.
(From Proceedings of the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska, Omaha City,
Nebraska Territory, Sep. 23, 1857)

This means that our Grand
Lodge in nearly 10 years older than
the state of Nebraska. (Nebraska’s
statehood date is Mar. 1, 1867.)

To commemorate this truly
remarkable occasion, the Grand
Lodge office has organized a
Sesquicentennial Celebration and
Memorial Service to be held on
Sep. 21, 2007, at the State Capitol
Rotunda starting at 4:00 p.m. What
follows is the actual summons
sent out by the Grand Lodge
Ofyce to all subordinate lodges.

fiThe Grand Lodge of
Nebraska will commemorate its 150
years as a Grand Lodge by holding

Myrtle Chapter

a Masonic Memorial Service
honoring Masonic Members of the
Nebraska Hall of Fame on Friday,
September 21, 2007, at 4:00 p.m.

The memorial service will be
held in the State Capitol Rotunda.
A banquet will follow the ceremony,
to be held at the Lincoln Scottish
Rite, 332 Centennial Mall South.
This is a public ceremony and all
are invited to attend the reception
and banquet, with reservations.

All attending brethren should
assemble not later than 3:45
p.m. at the Lincoln Scottish Rite
Center. Masonic regalia, white
gloves, aprons, and jewels will be
worn and all formalities observed.

Reservations for the banquet
are required. Purchase your
tickets at the Grand Lodge Ofyce
for $15.00 each, or yll out the

94

Let Wings Take You

To the whooping crane
In all her purest whiteness
I cast my modest blessing

To her resurrection
To this renewed migration
This rise from near ashes
of defeat this christening

Resume your stolen history
Smooth pight across our land
Ink-dipped wings writing
Your long poem on the clouds

Let wings take you
South against all winds
Weathering every storm
That blows around you

And back again

Over Earth’s prescribed areas

That yield to this pighted healing

To reclaim your own place
in the sky.

Marilyn Peretti

REGULAR STATED
MEETING

Myrtle Chapter 94 met Tues.,
August 14, for their regular stated
meeting. Worthy Matron Tyra Tate
welcomed our members and visitors
to a HOT August day and opened
the meeting with honoring all Past
Matrons and Patrons in attendance.
Worthy Patron Wade Kendle also
welcomed everyone and read
some unique messages taken
from actual answering machines.

W.M. Tyra thanked her subs
for the night: Sis. Janet Sides for
ylling in as Assoc Matron and Bro.
Jim Weir for ylling in as Assoc
Patron. Thanks again Jim and Janet.

Our delicious dessert was
prepared by Kensington: served
by Sis. Lorraine Voyles, Sis. Mary
Mills and Sis. Norma Brown.

W.M. Tyra closed the meeting
with a poem and W.P. Wade shared

Deb Kendle, Correspondent
more answering machine messages.

HONORING PAST
WORTHY MATRONS AND
WORTHY PATRONS

Since 1895, there have been
82 Past Matrons and 73 Past
Patrons of Myrtle Chapter. Thirty-
Four of them are still living.

Here is a little history about
our Past Matrons. There are nine
members who have served in the
east two times. There is one
member who has served in the east
three times and that is Sis. Janet
Sides (1988, 1998, 2003). There
have been two members of Myrtle
Chapter who have served in the
east four times and they are Sis.
Norma Brown and Sis. Susan K.
Dailey. Sis. Susan served during
1905-1908. Sis. Norma served in
1976, 1989, 1997 and 2004. Sis.
Norma has been in the east once
each of the last four decades.

Here is a little history about
our Past Patrons. There are nine
members who have served in the
east two times. There are two
members who have served in the
east three times: Bro. David Mickey
(1959, 1981, 1990) and Bro. D.C.
Berry (1902-1904). There is one
member who has served in the
east four times: Bro. Steve Brown
(1987, 1989, 1997, 2004). There
are two members who have served
as Worthy Patron yve times: Bro.
Allan Plucknett (1979, 1985, 2000,
2002, 2006) and Bro. Bob Sides
(1988, 1995, 1998, 2001, 2003).

The Past Worthy Matrons
present were introduced. They
were:  Sisters Norma Brown,
Barbara Chatyeld, Bette Cummins,
Delores Finch, Linda Livingston,
Nita Babcock, Helen Plucknett,
Dayle Prenosil, Janet Sides,
Connie Weir, and May Feldman.

The Past Worthy Patrons
who were present were also
introduced. They were: Brothers

Steve Brown, Albert Chatfield,
Bob Sides, and Jim Weir.

We remember those Past
Matrons and Past Patrons who
have gone to their eternal home
this year: Sis. Betty Groesser-
1984, Brothers Leland Merrill-
1958, Victor Musselman-1982
and, Judge Harry Spencer-1935.

“READ NEBRASKA”

The special project of the
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy
Grand Patron for 2007-2008 is
“Read Nebraska.” They believe
that we gain knowledge in many
ways but especially by reading
or being read to. One of the
goals for this special project is
to purchase two Golden Sower
Award books for children for
each library in Nebraska. These
books will have name plates
identifying them as having been
given by The Order of the Eastern
Star, Nebraska Grand Chapter.

This year W.M. Tyra’s gift to
the Past Matrons and Past Patrons
of Myrtle Chapter is donating 8
Golden Sower Award books to the
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy
Grand Patronds Special Project.
W.M. Tyra will also request that
these books go to each of the
libraries in Lincoln in their honor.

APOLOGIES

Myrtle Chapter wishes to
send our deepest apologies to
Starcraft Chapter for reporting last
month in the Masonic News that
we would attend their August 1
meeting but none of our members
were able to make it that night.
We plan to visit your Chapter soon.
Again, we apologize for all
you did to get ready for us.

Continued on Page 8

registration form [found on www.
glne.org] and mail your payment.
The deadline for banquet registration
is Monday, September 10. Reserve
your place early, as space is limited.

Tickets can also be purchased
online with your Paypal account by
sending money to masoniclodges@
windstream.net. Add $1.00 service
charge for each ticket purchased
online ($16.00 each). Type
fiBanquet Ticketso in the subject
line and include the names of
each person for whom a ticket is
being purchased in the Comments
field. Names will be added to
a registration list for the event.

For information on the
Masonic Memorial Service or
the banquet, please call the
Grand Lodge Office at 402-
475-4640 or 800-558-8029.”

is this DeMolay
doing? Find outon page 7.
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Cotner Lodge 297

East Lincoln Lodge 210

COTNER LODGE RAISES
THREE NEW MASTER
MASONS

Cotner Lodge was honored
to raise three Fellow Craft Masons
to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason on Aug. 14. Brothers
Carl Willert, Chuck Lewis, and
Troy Myers traveled over a way
that was extremely perilous. The
Brethren of Cotner Lodge would
like to congratulate these newest
Master Masons and welcome them
into the fraternity as full members!

COTNER LODGE HAS
GONE TO THE DOGS

On Sat.,, Aug. 18, several
Cotner Lodge Brethren attended a
baseball game at Haymarket Park
to watch the Lincoln Saltdogs take
on the St. Joseph Blacksnakes. It
was a great opportunity to enjoy
fellowship with a few Brethren we
haven’t seen in a while due to their
work schedules conpicting with
our Monday night meetings. The
game was exciting and it was good
to see Lincoln beat St. Jo 5 to 2!

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBILITY
ENTRANCE UPDATE

Brother Jerry Pigsley, 2007
Cotner Lodge Tyler and President
of the Cotner Temple Building
Corporation, and his appointed
accessibility committee consisting
of members of Cotner Lodge and
Columbia Chapter 275, O.E.S,,
have been working diligently to
address the handicap accessibility
needs of all who enter our build-
ing. As a result, the Cotner Temple
Building Corporation sent letters to
all members of Cotner Lodge and
Columbia Chapter seeking dona-
tions to the vital and compassion-
ate project. To date they received
several donations including notes
from people stating they felt the
project was critical because they
themselves fell or tripped while
trying to climb the stairs to enter
the building. Your donation of any
amount will help us complete this
long-overdue humanitarian mission.

We would like to thank the
following people who have donated
since the last issue of the Masonic
News and as of the date this issue
went to press: Frosty Critchyeld
Family, Helen Bailey, Eleanor
Bailey, Rudge and Dottie Vifquain,
Nancy Byerly, Lloyd Hinkley, Rog-
er Turner, Tim Thimgan, Jr., Lucille
Bingham, Brandi Allison, Thelma
Hutchinson, Egan Fagerberg, Sr.,

Patrick Barger, Correspondent

Jerry Pigsley, and Patrick Barger.

The design is in the fi-
nal stages and awaiting enough
funds to begin construction.

The Cotner Temple Building
Corporation continues to accept do-
nations to raise money for this much
needed and vital project. Please
mail your check to Ralph Riemann,
3101 Fox Hollow Rd, Lincoln,
NE 68516 or contact Jerry Pigs-
ley at (402) 434-3000 for details.

WALKER “BUD”
GRUTTIS PRESENTED
WITH 40 YEAR
MASONIC SERVICE PIN

Although Worshipful Brother
Bud Gruttis only recently joined
Cotner Lodge, the Brethren of
Cotner Lodge presented him
with a long overdue 40 Year
Masonic Service pin. Although
W.B. Bud has been a Nebraska
Mason for over 45 years, he
never received a year pin until
now. Congratulations W.B. Bud
on a lifetime of active Masonry!

GRAND LODGE
ENROLLMENT PROGRAM
SEMINAR

The Grand Lodge is hosting
an Enrollment Seminar on Sat.,
Sept. 8, at the Omaha Valley of
the Scottish Rite at 10:00 a.m.
This seminar offers training on
how our Brethren can serve as
mentors to new Masons. A number
of Cotner Lodge Brethren are
planning to attend. A small charge
for lunch will be taken at the door.

GRAND LODGE OF
NEBRASKA 150TH
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

Mark your calendars now for
Fri., Sept. 21, as the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska’s 150th Anniversary
event! At 4:00 p.m. a Grand
Procession of Masons will march
from the Scottish Rite to the State
Capitol rotunda where a ceremony
will be conducted. Following the
ceremony, cocktails will be served
at 6:45 p.m. at the Lincoln Valley
of the Scottish Rite with dinner to
follow at 7:00 p.m.. Cost of this
fabulous, once-in-a-lifetime event
is $15 with reservations made
by Sept. 10. White gloves, coat
with tie, and aprons are required
as well as jewels for officers.
Contact Secretary Ralph Riemann
at 489-5338 for further information.

COTNER LODGE VISITS
BENNET LODGE

On Tues., Aug. 7, six Brothers
from Cotner Lodge traveled to visit
Bennet Lodge 94. It was a pleasure
sitting with Worshipful Master Fred
Liebers and Brethren of the lodge.
Cotner Lodge is always pursuing
opportunities to visit other lodges
and meet or get re-acquainted with
Brother Masons we have havenft
seen in a while. We always
enjoy helping with degree work
and ylling any positions needed.

COTNER LODGE VISITS
OMADI LODGE

On Sat., Aug. 25, four Cotner
Lodge Brethren traveled to Omadi
Lodge 5 in South Sioux City to
enjoy an Entered Apprentice Degree
for three candidates. Following

the degree, our Cotner Lodge
Brethren enjoyed a nice dinner
at the Marina Inn Restaurant
as guests of Omadi

Lodge.

Charles Godwin, Correspondent

76 TROMBONES

Our own Most Worshipful
Brother Jerry Rittenburg, who started
the Masonic All-Star Marching
Band, was honored during half time
of the annual Shrine Bowl Football
Classic. Over 200 high school
students from all over Nebraska
marched onto the yeld and spelled
out the letters JERRY and played
76 Trombones as the announcer
told about Jerry’s accomplishments.
The picture of Jerry that hangs
in our Lodge was shown on the
television. What a ytting tribute
to Jerry. His wife, Mary Alice,
viewed the tribute from on top of
the stadium in one of the sky boxes.

HOME AGAIN

Making his annual trek
back home to the Cornhusker
State was Maurice R. Hawthorne.
Maurice came to the lodge on the
occasion of our monthly potluck
and business meeting. He was

Cotner Lodge 297 visits Omadi Lodge 5 in South Sioux
City on Aug. 25. That evening, Omadi Lodge initiated
three Entered Apprentices.

Cotner Lodge 297 raises th
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ree new Master Masons on

Aug 14. They are Brothers Carl Willert, Chuck Lewis,

and Troy Myers.

Gayle Angus Photo

Cotner Lodge 297 visits Bennet Lodge 94 on Tues.,

Aug. 7.
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introduced and given a warm
welcome.  Maurice has been a
Master Mason for 43 years. He
has dual membership in 210 and
Lodge 141 in Wilburton, Oklahoma.
He is a Past Master of Lodge 141
and the son-in-law of the late
Cecil Ristau, a Past Master of 210.

LODGE BUSINESS

As usual, our Interim
Secretary/Treasurer, Scott Dodge,
had a complete Trestleboard laced
with a bit of Masonic Humor. You
need to come to the next monthly
meeting, Sept. 6 and read a new
statement of humor. Scott gave us
a Quote Quiz: Who is the author
of this quote? “Happiness lies in
the joy of achievement and the
thrill of creative effort.” Do you
know? Come forward with your
answer and see if you are correct.

A THOUGHT FOR YOU

W. A. Ward says: “Success
is always started by the battery
of ambition, and the spark plug
of purpose. It is powered by the

fuel of persistence, lubricated by
the elbow grease of effort, guided
by the steering wheel of common
sense and smoothed by the shock
absorbers of faith and forgiveness.

Members of Lincoln
Assembly 6 in attendance
at the Catch the Wave
event [see page 4 for
article] were Back Row:
Elizabeth Bowen, Cass
Birdsall, Shelby Plummer,
Front Row: Zoe Maurer,
and Jessica Rodriguez.
Lorrie Bryant Photo
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