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Bennett Masonic 
Lodge 94 enters its 

125th Year

In a sleepy little patch of 
ground located in the southeast 
corner of Lancaster County, 
one hundred and fifty years 
ago was the beginning of the 
Township of Bennet, Nebraska.

Dr. Stephan A. Mecham and 
family were one of the earliest  
settlers to purchase about 360 
acres of land in Nemaha Valley.

Dr. Mecham was the ýrst 
physician in the area, he was also 
the ýrst school master, he supplied 
the area with lumber he cut along the 
creek that ran through his property. 

With the discovery of 
Limestone in the area, Bennet’s 
fortune begin to rise. Limestone 
from this area was later used in 
the construction of the State Capital 
building, as well as homes in the area.

Several members of the 
Bennet community, and surrounding 
areas, put forth a plan to build a 
railroad from Nebraska City to 
Kearney in 1867. Along with the 
building the ýrst store in 1871, 
a grain elevator in 1875, and 
a þour mill in the same year, 
brought prosperity to the region.

In 1883 the Bennet Record 
was ýrst published, bringing the 
ýrst newspaper to the area. The 
Bennet Record was sold in 1937, 
and became the Bennet Sun.  It was 
sold again in 1961, and became 
the Sun Newspaper which was 
no longer located in Bennet, and 
it was now located in Lincoln. 

I n  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  G r a n d 
Lodge of Nebraska granted a 
charter to the newly formed 
Bennett Masonic Lodge 94. 

The newly formed lodge 
installed as W.M. Daniel H. 
Harris. W.B. Daniel H. Harris 
served as master of Bennett 
Lodge from 1883 through 1884, 
then again in 1887 through 1888.

Bennett Lodge has had one 
hundred and seven masters since 
the lodge was ýrst created. There 
have been times that during the 
one hundred and twenty ýve years, 
that some of masters have had 

to sit the chair more then once.
It is ýtting that in the year that 

Bennett Lodge enters its one hundred 
and twenty ýfth year, we have as a 
sitting master named Rick Harris. 

It is also ýtting that Bennettôs 
treasurer is Richard Harris.  I 
believe that W.B. Daniel H. Harris 
is looking down from that lodge 
room on the other side, and smiling.

Even though Bennett Lodge 
has not been seated in Bennet, NE for 
a good many years, she will be here 
to stay for a good many more years.

BRO. JEFFERY BUTT

On May 17, Bennett Lodge 94 
welcomed Jeffery Butt as our newest 

member.  Bro. Jeffery was brought 
in as an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Bro. Jeffery will take his 
next step in masonry on June 
17, when he will become our 
newest Fellow Craft Mason.

We welcome Bro. Jeffery, and 
pray that the brothers who have 
come before him smile down upon 
him from that lodge room on the 
other side and his search for further 
light in masonry will be blessed.

The picture and research text 
is from University of Nebraska on-
line Library, which Bennett Lodge 94 
wishes to thank for their assistance.

Bennett Lodge 94
Rick Harris, Correspondent

Bennet, NE 1893

Hickman Lodge 256 
Rejoins

The Masonic News
Wade Kendle, Editor

At the June business meeting 
of Hickman Lodge 256, the lodge 
voted to rejoin The Masonic News, 
Inc. after many years of not being a 

member organization.  We welcome 
Hickman Lodge back with open 
arms and look forward to a long 
and happy relationship.

It has been a number of 
years for Hickman Lodge 256 to 
have articles in the Masonic News.  
Thanks to W.B. Wade Kendle’s 
presentation a couple of months 
ago and the vote of the Lodge 
Brethren to resume getting the 
Masonic News for all members of 
the Lodge, we are back on track.

Since our last correspondence, 
Hickman Lodge celebrated 100 
years of Brotherhood on Oct. 5, 
2003.  We are a strong Lodge 
with a membership of 193.

In July 2008, we will be 
holding degree work for three new 
candidates.  Dates are as follows:

Thu., July 10 - EA Degree 7:00 PM
Thu., July 17 - FC Degree 7:00 PM
Thu., July 24 - MM Degree 7:00 PM

We look forward to seeing 
many Brethren on the side lines.  
Other Lodges are welcome.  
Use this as a refresher course.

IMPORTANT

Mark your calendar now 

for Thu., July 31 at 6:00 P.M. for 
a Barbeque at the Lodge hosted 
by Hickman Lodge 256.  College 
View Lodge 320 and Bennet 
Lodge 94 are invited as our 
guests.  Note:  All Brothers and 
their families are invited, the only 
thing we ask is to let the cook, 
Gary Jarzynka, know you will be 
attending so enough food will be 
available.  Call Gary at 499-3151. 

	
MEETING DATES AND 

TIMES

Brothers, as a reminder, the 
ýrst Thursday of the month is our 
Lodge Business meeting at 7:30 
P.M.  The third Thursday is Lodge 
practice at 7:00 PM.  W.M. David 
Livingston would like to see you 
in attendance.  We hope to see 
more of the Brothers at Lodge 
now that the Masonic News is in 
your hands.  Best Wishes to all.

Hickman Lodge 256
Ray Schwarz, Correspondent

BARBEQUE JULY 31 
RSVP to Gary Jarzynka 

499-3151

Cotner Lodge 297
Tyler Weers, Correspondent

JUNE BUSINESS 
MEETING

Cotner  Lodge sa lu ted 
DeMolay prior to the June 2 
business meeting with information 
about DeMolay from the Nebraska 
DeMolay Executive Ofýcer, Dad 
Mike Stuhr. Thank you Dad Mike 
Stuhr for educating us about 
DeMolay. We would also like to thank 

the DeMolays and their Chapter 
Sweethearts for attending the dinner.  

FIREWORKS STAND

Cotner Lodge will be selling 
ýreworks at the Russôs Market in 
Havelock (63rd and Havelock) on 
July 3 and 4. Stop by and see us for 
all your ýreworks needs.  Have a 
fun ýlled and safe Independece Day.

The DeMolays and their Chapter sweethearts who at-
tended the dinner before Cotner Lodge 297’s June busi-
ness meeting are shown above.  Pictured in the center 
is Executive Officer, Dad Mike Stuhr.  Tyler Weers Photo




