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Lincoln Lodge 19
Lowell Vestal, Correspondent

Degree Work
Bro. Jack Spray

Our Lodge passed Bro. 
Jack Spray to the rank of 
Fellowcraft Mason on Jan. 15 
with Worshipful Master Virgil 
Meints in the East for the First 
Section, assisted by Worshipful 
Bro. Kurt Weiss in the West and 
Bro. Don Arp in the South. W.B. 
Chuck Burk was Senior Deacon. 

Past Master J. L. Spray, 
father of the candidate, recited the 
long Middle Chamber Lecture for 
his son. W. Bros. Bruce Anderson 
and Chuck Burk exchanged the 
questions and answers. W.M. Meints 
gave the Letter G Lecture and the 
Charge to conclude the degree.

Congratulations

The Brothers of Lincoln 
Lodge 19 congratulate Worshipful 
Bro. J. L. Spray on his being 
coroneted a 33rd Degree Honorary 
member of the Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry. W.B. Spray, 
who was our Master in 1987, 
received this high honor in the 
Scottish Rite for his service to the 
Scottish Rite and to his community.

W. Bro. J. L.’s service to 
the Scottish Rite includes serving 
as Venerable Master of the Valley 
of Lincoln and on the boards that 
govern the Scottish Rite Temple and 
its Preservation Foundation.  His 
public service includes membership 
on the State Equal Opportunity 
Commission since 2004 and on the 
State Accountability and Disclosure 
Commission 1989 to 1992. In 
other community service, he 
has served as volunteer legal 
counsel to the Nebraska Republican 
Party and as interim Chairman 
of the Lancaster County GOP.

W.B. J. L.’s coronation 
occurred in October in Omaha with 
two other Lincolnites also honored, 
W. Bros. Dale Lueders and Bruce 
Wood, both of Liberty Lodge 300.

George Washington 
Dinner

We started our 2008 social 
season with the traditional George 
Washington Dinner on Feb. 26. I’ll 
have details and pictures next month.

Our next social event will be 
Past Masters Night on Tue., May 
20, at 6:30 PM. Watch for details 
next month, and plan to bring 
prospective members as guests.

Notes About 
Brethren

Past Master Bruce Anderson 
con t inues  to  have  hea l th 
problems, and we continue to 
remember him in our prayers.

Correction

In last month’s Masonic 
News, Most Worshipful Bro. Reg 
Kuhn’s degree dates should have 
been 1981 for his accounting 
degree and 1984 for his law degree.

Temple Chapter 271
Mary Lou Dempsey, Correspondent

Installation

Te m p l e  C h a p t e r  2 7 1 
installation of ofýcers was held 
on January 19 at 2 PM. The group 
“Faith Fusion” performed the music 
before the installation. Worthy 
Matron Mary Ann Townsend and 
Worthy Patron David Jelinek opened 
the Chapter for the open installation 
of the 2008 officers. Worthy 
Matron, Mary Ann Townsend, 
welcomed all, thanked the 2007 
ofýcers, and thanked the Chapter 
for the privilege of serving Temple 
Chapter 271 during the 2007 year.

Sis. Beverly Donham, PM, 
was the Installing Ofýcer. The 
other installing ofýcers were Sis. 
Jan Thoman, PGM, installing 
Marshal; Bro. Mike Donham, PGP, 
installing Chaplain; Sis. Jeanne 
Krenk, PM, installing Organist; and 
Sis. Nila Jacobson, PM, soloist.

The following persons 
were installed as the 2008 
Ofýcers of Temple Chapter 271: 
Carolyn Plants, PM, Worthy Matron; 
Keith Garrison, PP, Worthy Patron; 
Mary Lou Dempsey, Assoc. Matron; 
Don Jelinek, PGP, Assoc. Patron; 
Marilyn Jepson, PM,  Treasurer; 
Karan Birdsall, Conductress; 
Loretta Rieke, Assoc. Conductress; 
Bill  Raecke, PP, Chaplain;
Sandra  Gleason ,  Marsha l ; 
Amy Bloomquist,  Organist; 
A l l i s o n  B u r r i s ,  A d a h ; 
J u d y  M c D o n o u g h ,  R u t h ; 
P a m  R a e c k e ,  M a r t h a ; 
Reuben Rieke, Warder; and 
David Jelinek, PP, Sentinel.

The Worthy Matron and 
Worthy Patron thanked the installing 
ofýcers for their assistance and 
thanked everyone for attending 

the installation ceremony. Sis. Nila 
sang “Climb Every Mountain”. 
Worthy Matron Carolyn presented 
Sis. Mary Ann with a Past Matron 
card and Bro. Jelinek presented 
Bro. David with a Past Patron 
card and a Past Patron pin.

Stated meeting

The stated meeting on  
February 4 was opened in regular 
form by W.M. Carolyn Plants. 
Special thanks were extended 
to PM Mary Ann Townsend for 
her devotion to the Chapter as 
Worthy Matron during the 2007 
term and to Sis. Melinda Brage, 
PM, for her services as Secretary 
for the past 5 years. Sympathy 
was extended to the family of 
Marjorie Smith on her passing.

Garage Sale

Temple Chapter 271 will be 
having a garage sale Sat., April 5 
at the Lancaster Event Center from 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Now is a 
good time to start saving household 
items, DVD’s, CD’s, books, etc. for 
the sale.  We will not have large 
furniture items (due to the restraints 
of space) or clothing, which does 
not sell well.  If you have any items 
to donate, you can bring them to 
the Rieke house (6133 Heide Lane 
- 423-4376) or the Plants house 
(6124 NW 6th Street - 477-9464) 
between March 31 and April 3.  
If you are unable to deliver these 
items, you can call Loretta Rieke, 
Carolyn Plants, or Keith Garrison 
(476-3026) and they can arrange to 
have somebody pick up the items.

Lincoln Lodge 19

HOME LODGE

BRO. REG KUHN
Grand Master

Grand Lodge of 
Nebraska

Columbia Chapter 275
Tracy Wright, Correspondent

Valentines Dinner

A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who attended the Worthy 
Matron’s Project Fundraiser 
Dinner.  It was a huge success.  
Approximately $350 was raised to 
go towards the accessibility of our 
building.  Watch the calendar for 
more events coming up this year.

March Meeting

Our regular business meeting 
will be held on March 4, at 7 
PM.  Bring items (candy, dish 
towels, personal hygiene items, 
knick-knacks, easter items, etc) to 
put in Easter Baskets that we will 
be delivering to shut-in members 
later in the month.  Remember 
to wear green.  We will also be 
honoring all past and present 
Warders and Sentinels that night.

Grand Supervisor’s 
Visit

We will have a combined 
School of Instruction on March 8 

with Temple Chapter.  It will be held 
at our chapter starting at 8:30 AM.  
Our supervisor this year is Jerrie 
Wilcox.  Plan to attend and brush 
up on some of your þoor work.

Starlites

Starlites will be meeting on 
March 11 at 5:30 PM at the chapter.  
Bring your own dinner.  We will be 
making wooden daisy wall hangings 
and putting together the Easter 
baskets.  Everyone is welcome 
for a fun night of fellowship!

BUNCO NIGHT

We will be playing Bunco with 
the members of Cotner Lodge and 
their wives Tues. March 18 at 7 PM.  
Plan to attend and get to know other 
people who share Cotner Temple 
with us.  Bring a snack to share.

Dues are Due

If you have not paid your 
dues for 2008 please mail them 
to Nancy Weers, Secretary, 7240 
Colby Street, Lincoln, NE  68505.

Past Master J. L. Spray 
was coroneted a 33rd-
degree Scottish Rite 
Mason in October. The 
33rd degree is the highest 
in Scottish Rite, given for 
service to the community 
and to Masonry.  Photo 
Courtesy of Lowell Vestal




