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North Star Lodge 227
Bob Tooker, Correspondent

This months news will be 
on a more solemn note, as we 
remember those who gave up all 
of their tomorrows so we could 
be free to enjoy ours.  It is so 
easy to complain about our minor 
discomforts and tribulations when 
we loose sight of what our troops 
endure every second.  The following 
poem was penned near Ypres 
Belgium May 3, 1915, by Lt.- Col. 
John McCrae MD, Canadian Army.

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders ýelds the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, þy

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and 
now we lie.  In Flanders ýelds.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though pop-
pies grow.  In Flanders ýelds.
 
A reply to McCrae’s poem 
In Flanders Fields was writ-
t e n  b y  M o i n a  M i c h a e l .

We cherish too, the Poppy red 
T h a t  g r o w s  o n  f i e l d s 
w h e r e  v a l o r  l e d , 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies

Masonic Record 
of MaUrice E. 
Mendenhall

B r o t h e r  M a u r i c e  E . 
Mendenhall was born Dec. 16, 
1925 in Lincoln, Nebraska and 
departed this life April 27, 2009.  
Brother Mendenhall Petitioned 
North Star Lodge No. 227 Ancient, 
Free, and Accepted Masons for 
Membership on Feb. 7, 1951.  He 
was elected to Membership on 
March 7, 1951.  Bro. Mendenhall 

received his Entered Apprentice 
Degree on March 14, 1951, 
was Passed to the Degree of a 
Fellowcraft Mason on April 18, 
1951 and was Raised to the Sublime 
Degree of a Master Mason on 
May 21, 1951 in North Star Lodge 
No. 227 A.F. & A.M. Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  He was presented with 
a 50 year Membership Award in 
2001.  Brother Mendenhall will be 
greatly missed by his Friends and 
Brothers of North Star Lodge No. 
227 A.F. & A.M.  A celebration 
of life was held at Holy Love 
Lutheran Church on May 23, 2009.

Masonic Record of 
Richard H. Meyer

Brother Richard H. Meyer 
was born April 4, 1926 in Omaha, 
Nebraska and departed this life April 
29, 2009 at Plattsmouth, Nebraska.  
Brother Meyer Petitioned North Star 
Lodge No. 227 Ancient, Free, and 
Accepted Masons for Membership 
on May 7, 1947.  He was elected 
to Membership on June 4, 1947.  
Brother Meyer received his Entered 
Apprentice Degree on June 11, 
1947 was Passed to the Degree of 
a Fellowcraft Mason on Oct. 15, 
1947 and was Raised to the Sublime 
Degree of a Master Mason on 
Feb. 23, 1949 in North Star Lodge 
No. 227 A.F. & A.M. Lincoln, 
Nebraska. He was presented with 
a 50 year Membership Award at 
a Ladies Night Function at North 
Star Lodge No. 227 A.F. & A.M 
on Nov. 13, 1999, and a 60 year 
Membership Award at the Masonic 
Home in Plattsmouth March 26, 
2009.  Brother Meyer will be 
greatly missed by his Friends and 
Brothers of North Star Lodge No. 
227 A.F. & A.M.  Masonic Rites 
were conducted by members of 
North Star Lodge No. 227 A.F. 
& A.M. at Lincoln Memorial 
Park on May 2, 2009.  The time 
honored Rite of the Order was 
delivered by WB Tom Nuss.

I hope you remembered to 
buy a poppy!  Till next month.

BRO. Gene Jorgenson 
RECEIVES 50-year Pin

With many friends, family 
and fellow Brothers present, Bro.  
Gene Jorgenson was presented 
his 50 year Masonic pin by 
Very Worshipful Bro. Thomas A. 
Spencer, Hon. Junior Grand Warden 
of American Canadian Grand Lodge 
of the United Grand Lodges of 
Germany on May 15, 2009.  Bro. 
Gene currently is a 56 year Mason.

Bro Gene has been a faithful 
member of North Star Lodge since  
May 1992.  Bro Gene’s Masonic 
afýliations started in May 1943 
with Omaha Lodge 288 and then 
transferred to East Lincoln Lodge 
210 in April 1950.  He is a member 
of the United American Lodge 819 
at Frankfurt Am Main, Germany.  
Several Research Lodges: Roscoe 
Pound Lodge 329, Iowa Lodge 
of Research 2,  Phoenix Lodge 
30 of the Grande Loge Nationale 
Française and Quatuor Coronati 
Lodge 2076, York Rite, Scottish 
Rite, Shrine, and Eastern Star.  Bro 

Gene was also the curator for the 
Nebraska Grand Lodge Library 
from 1983 to 1992, as well as 
a member of the Grand Lodge 
Committee on Masonic Education 
for a number of years, and one year 
on the Grand Lodge Committee on 
Youth.  Bro. Gene was the founding 
Chapter Dad of Dr. Fredrick Eiche 
Chapter, Order of DeMolay.  In my 
humble opinion, his most important 
contribution to youth and Masonry.

Bro. Gene Jorgenson
Bob Tooker, Correspondent

Bro. Gene Jorgenson is presented his 50 Year Ma-
sonic Certificate by Very Worshipful Bro. Thomas 
A. Spencer on May 15.   Bro. Spencer came from 
Germany for the occasion.      Deb Kendle photo

Bro. Gene receives his 50 
year pin from his grand-
daughter.    Deb Kendle photo

Temple Chapter 271
Lorrie Bryant, Correspondent

RegUlar Meeting

The May Stated Meeting 
for Temple Chapter 271 was held 
on May 4.  Communications and 
the OES News were read and 
the minutes of the April 6 stated 
meeting were read and approved.  
The current Standing Rules were 
distributed by WP Don and will 
be discussed at the June stated 
meeting.  Members were reminded 
that the In Gathering Potluck 
Dinner is scheduled for October 18.  
The Charter was draped in memory 
of Mary Lou Woods, Past Nebraska 
Worthy Grand Matron during 
1977-1978.  Sis. Diane Brown 
had knee replacement surgery on 
May 7.  Temple Chapter members 

wish her a speedy recovery.

Grand ChaPter

Several Temple Chapter 
members were involved in the 
activities of the 2009 “Faith in 
Unity” Grand Chapter Session 
held in Lincoln on May 12 
to the 14.  The Chapter was 
especially proud of Bro. Carl 
Plants serving as Grand Sentinel.  

Charter Day Dinner

The Charter Day Dinner 
was held on May 18 and 
included a picnic-style dinner. 
Kensington met on May 19 with 
Sis. Nadyne Bauer as the hostess.

Electa Chapter 8
Denise Lagueux, Correspondent

RegUlar Meeting

May 2, 2009 meeting opened 
in short form. This months music 
was “Strolling Through the Park.”  
W.M. Brenda opened with a poem 
“100 years in Electa” By Gladys 
Cole. W.P. Ron read a poem on 
Remembrance. He also stated that 
he would not be running in the 
Lincoln marathon this year.  It 
was moved, seconded and passed 
to have copies of the minutes for 
all to read before the meetings.

W.M. Brenda closed with an 
explanation of Kensington. W.P. Ron 
invited all to refreshments and closed 

with “If you think you are too small 
to be effective…you have never 
been in the dark with a mosquito.”

REMINDER: The July 
4 meeting will be changed to 
July 11 because of the holiday. 

UPcoming Events

June 13 -  Picnic 
June 14 -  Don and Rosel la 
Frank’s  50th anniversary at 
the Masonic  Temple 1635 L 
St  f rom 2:00 to  4:00 pm.
July 11 -  Ini t ia t ion.  All  are 
welcome to at tend.




